Vermont wineries – Participation opportunities at the 
2010 Vermont Life Wine & Harvest Festival

Wine Dinners:

* Tasting for chefs will be on 7/1 – all wines must be received by 6/30.  Included with the wines must be a written description of the wine, the wholesale price, and distributor information.  Ship to Lorraine Muha C/O Honora winery 1950 Collins Road, West Halifax, VT 05358

* Menus will be due from the restaurants by 8/1.  Your restaurant assignment will follow shortly after.

* There will be no more than 3 restaurants maximum this year

* Wineries may submit up to three bottles for consideration.  All wineries will be ensured representation via a new lottery system we will be enacting in 2010.

*The Festival committee reserves the sole right to coordination between wineries and restaurants for the purpose of wine selection.

*There will be one wine and cheese tasting.  The Festival committee reserves the sole right to coordination between wineries and restaurants for the purpose of wine selection. Wineries will need to staff both the dinner and cheese pairing and indicate if they wish to be considered for the wine and cheese pairing.  

* Each restaurant will be required to comp up to three seats for winery staff.  Each participating winery will receive one complimentary seat.  You will be there to help with the wine aspect of the event by describing your winery and wines as well as the others that are represented on the menu.  .  Additional seats may be purchased through the restaurants directly.
Festival:

* For the purposes of consistency the festival committee is defining the word “tasting” as 1/2oz. ( which is approximately 52 tastes per 750 ml bottle)

* At admission, paid attendees 21 and over will get one glass and two blue complimentary tasting tickets (those tickets will not be reimbursed to the wineries).  Based on 1500 paid, drinking attendees, these complimentary tastes would equate to approximately 52 total bottles for the festival.
* Using this calculation, each winery will be required to provide the festival approximately 6 bottles
* Additional tastings will be sold at admission and at a separate booth within the festival for $1.00 each (red tickets, reimbursable at $1.00 per ticket)
* Two tickets (blue or red) will be required to taste ice or fortified wines 

* This is a high volume product moving festival where you are able to sell by the bottle and the case.  For you to be ideally prepared we suggest the following: 

1. Wineries should bring a minimum of two staff members to the festival.  
2. 3-4 people would be more beneficial for selling your product.  

3. Bring lots of product!
4. The festival committee will provide (at no additional charge) 2 six foot tables to each winery.

5. Recognizing that staffing is a challenge for some, and yet critical for your success, the festival committee can arrange for additional DLC trained staff members to assist in your booth at a cost of $35 per 4 hour shift.  This must be requested in writing, by your winery by July 1.
* Wineries are advised that tent placement may be determined by the number of staff the individual wineries indicate they are providing for the festival. 
* In 2010 Wineries and food vendors will be interspersed throughout the tents vs. side by side to help alleviate bottlenecks.
Friday PM: (details on participation will be forwarded in March)
* Wine tastings in multiple locations of possible.  Must have catering license or be willing to work with local establishment.

* Southern VT harvest soup contest in different locations
* Grand Finale at Memorial Hall with voting and large scale engaging production 
